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Hello, my name is Emma Brady, an instructional designer at the Center for Instructional
Technology and Training at the University of Florida.



Objectives

» Match your course objectives with
appropriate assessments

» Determine the most suitable assessment
methods for specific challenges
o Common methods of online assessment
o Managing assessments with existing
resources
o Academic mission
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In this presentation | will talk about how to match your course objectives to appropriate
assessments. We’'ll also discuss the challenges that you might face with your course. We’'ll
talk more about those challenges in the next presentation as well as provide some
suggestions for managing your assessments. In the final presentation, we’ll discuss
security.



Assessment Types

» ExXams » Papers

» Quizzes o Research

»Case studies ~ ° Reflection
o ESsQys

> Dlscusmor} » Projects
» Presentation (individual and
» Group critique  group)
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Anything can be an assessment. These are some of the most common types of
assessments. But there is no need to limit yourself to these items. If you can evaluate and
provide feedback using a particular assignment, then it can be an assessment.



Bloom'’s Taxonomy

» The performance
verb suggests the
assessment

Evaluation

Synthesis

» [dentify = quiz
» Describe = essay
» Create = project

» Evaluate = peer
review

Analysis
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First, we can use the performance verbs from the objectives that we created in the last
module to determine the type of assessment. If you are just checking basic knowledge,
then you might have the students identify something in a quiz. Make certain that they

thoroughly understood something by making them describe it in an essay.

If you would like students to demonstrate a higher level of learning, you might ask them to
create something as part of a project. And finally, to ensure that they have incorporated all
of the facets of learning, ask them to evaluate each other’s projects.



Knowledge | Comprehension | Application | Analysis | Synthesis | Evaluation
Tests &
Quizzes X X X
Essays &
Eesays X X X X X X
Student . X X X X X X
Presentations
Labs X X X X X
Case Studies X X X X X
Debate X X X X X
Performance X X X X
Self & Peer
Assessment X X X

This table illustrates various types of assessments and suggests where they fall in the level
of Bloom’s taxonomy. Typically, tests, quizzes and essays tend to fall in the lower levels.
However, you could certainly design an exam that would reach the higher levels.

Assignments that require students to really do something with the material tend to be
higher order skills. Working with case studies, debating an issue or concept, performing
and evaluating the work of others generally require critical thinking that goes beyond basic
knowledge.



UF Standards and Markers of Excellence

» Assessments measure the
stated learning objectives.
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The UF Standards and Markers of Excellence suggest that a quality course will use
assessments that measure the stated learning objectives--meaning that objectives will align
with the assessment.



Lower Levels of Learning

» Upon completion of » Mulfiple choice
the module, the question
student will be able , short answer question
to correctly identify
the galaxy type
when presented

with a list of » Discussion post: Use
alaxies. Sky-Map.org to find
9 and post a link to a sky
view that illustrates a
particular type of
galaxy
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» Galaxy photos labeled
according to type

Let’s consider one of the objectives from our Astronomy course. We want the student to be
able to correctly identify the galaxy type when presented with a list of galaxies.

This could certainly be a multiple choice question on a quiz or test. It could also be a short
answer question—we might ask what specific characteristic led the student to make a
particular identification.

We could ask the student to put together a presentation of galaxy photographs and identify
each photo according to type.

Finally, we might give students a link to the website sky-map.org and ask them to find and
post a link to a sky view and describe the type of galaxy shown and what characteristics led
to that identification. Then, we can ask other students to make a comment as to whether
the identification is correct. And if incorrect, ask the student to explain why.



UF Standards and Markers of Excellence

» Assessments are consistent
with the course materials,
activities, and resources.

» If the learning activity
teaches the student to
identify galaxies through
images, then the
assessment should use

images
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Keep in mind that it’s important for the assessment to be consistent with the objective and
whatever practice you have the students do to prepare. This is reflected in the UF
Standards and Markers of Excellence.

If we have students work with photographs of galaxies for their identification, then the
assessment needs to use photos. It would not be reasonable to expect students to identify
galaxies through a text description if they have been practicing using flashcards of images.



Higher Levels of Learning

» After completing the » Analysis paper

chapter 3
assignment, the » Paragraph answer
student will be able quiz question

to compare and
confrast the features

of two galaxy types. » Student creates ppt.

presentation
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In our Astronomy course, we want the student to be able to compare and contrast the
features of two galaxy types. This could be accomplished in several ways, such as through
an analysis paper, an essay question on a quiz, or you could have the student create a
PowerPoint presentation that would demonstrate student success for this objective.



Variety

» Provides a better view
of student learning

» Reduces potential risk
of cheating

» Multiple assessments
can help to keep
students moving
through the course
material
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It’s a very good idea to provide your students with different types of assessments. You'll
get a better idea as to how the students are learning if you can give them different ways to
show they have achieved the objectives. Providing the students with a variety of
assessments is also a good way of reducing the possibilities for cheating.

Multiple assessments throughout the semester can help to reduce cheating as well as keep
the students moving through the course material. A low-stakes weekly quiz can check to
make certain that the students have done the reading and watched the presentations.
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Challenges

» Manpower for grading

» Instructor’s technology
comfort level

» Student’s technology
comfort level

» Technology resources

» Security
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Of course, there are challenges involved with assessment in any course.

One of the key factors that determines the type of assessment that can be used in the
course is the amount of manpower available for grading. A large enrollment course that has
a few Teaching Assistants (TAs)

assigned to it will most likely need to use assessments that can be automatically scored by
the computer. A smaller course with TA help can use papers, projects, presentations and
other items that require hand grading.

It is critically important that you be comfortable with whatever technology you use. You'll
need to be able to make changes and updates within the tool. It’s worth taking a bit of
time to practice.

By the same token, you’ll want your students to be comfortable with the technology. It can
save you a lot of time to give the students a sample quiz or assignment using the tool. A
low-stakes assignment that is worth just a few points can cut down on the e-mails you
receive from frustrated students.

You'll need to make certain that the technology resources are available to support your
assessment. You may have heard about the possibilities of online proctoring. If that is
something you would like to do, make certain that your course has the appropriate course
fee to pay for it. We'll talk more about online proctoring in the next presentation.
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And finally, you will want to make certain that your assessment method is as secure as
possible. We'll discuss some strategies for doing that in the final presentation for this
module.

11



Photo Credit

» Slide 7. Hubble Eyes a Loose Spiral Galaxy.
Digital image. NASA. NASA/Hubble, 23 Nov.
2012. Web. 26 Nov. 2012.

» Slide 9: Arkitect. Leaving the Fall. Digital
image. Stock.xchng. N.p., 30 Dec. 2004. Web.
26 Nov. 2012.

» Slide 10: istockphoto.com

UF | Information Technology www.it.Ufl.edu

12



UF

UF | Information Technology

End

FLORIDA

Information Technology

www.it.ufl.edu

13



