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Hello, my name is Angie Nicholson. And | am an instructional Designer at the Center for
Instructional Technology and Training.
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Video is a great way for the students to connect with the instructor. There are a number of
tools that you can use to create video from the free UF-provided Camtasia Relay to
programs that require purchase such as Captivate and Articulate. These tools can use your
webcam to create a picture in a picture, or you can simply record voice over PowerPoint.
We’ll go into more detail about the specific tools in the Tools and Techniques section of the
Faculty Institute.

Finally, if your subject matter is fairly stable, you can re-use your video from semester to
semester. This can save a significant amount of time each semester.
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If you'd like to use video for your lectures, divide your topics into segments of 15 minutes
or less. Short videos seem less daunting than long ones. Also, it is easier to go back and
review particular sections if they are divided.

It can be time consuming if you need to re-record your presentations, video lectures can
also be tricky if you are dealing with current events. In such a case, you might consider
using a tool such as VoiceThread that requires less production time than full video
presentations.



Recorded Lecture
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Keep in mind that the lecture does not necessarily have to be video. An audio lecture that
students can download to their phone or other mobile device can be very convenient. If
you do use audio-only lectures, be sure to provide a transcript for students who may need
accommodation.

Typically, the recorded lecture is used to deliver information to support lower order
objectives. Listening to a recorded lecture is a passive activity, so when possible, follow up
the lecture with a short quiz, worksheet or other activity that will require students to think
through the information they have just received.
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As we have already mentioned, it is best to keep your lectures short. Avoid repeating
things that are in the textbook or readings. For most people, it takes longer to watch a
lecture than read something. So use your lecture time wisely to cover things that are not in
the book, or to point out things that are particularly important.

If you create video lectures, it is critical for you to look at the camera—at least periodically.
The camera is your student and if you don’t look at it, you lose that “connection” to the
student video can provide.

Be friendly and conversational in your presentation. And above all, be enthusiastic. If you
don’t get excited about the subject, you can’t really expect your students to be excited.

And finally, even if you decide not to record actual video of you giving the lecture
presentations, record one welcome presentation so that students have an image of you
and an idea of your personality. This makes you more human to them and tends to lead to
friendlier conversation and greater engagement.

You’ll find additional tips for presenters on the CALS Center for Online Learning and
Technology website.
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Whenever possible, try to find video or audio that already exists. Not only does this save
you the time of having to create the video yourself, but it can provide students with a
different point of view. Some publishers provide video as part of the textbook resources.
And, of course, you can check to see what YouTube has regarding your topic.

It may take some searching to find a video that fulfills your needs. This is an place where
you might consider asking students to search for videos on a topic and post their findings
on the discussion board. Such an assignment could reach into the higher evaluation levels
of learning by asking them to critique the videos they or their peers have posted.
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There are other types of multimedia that you can use to make information engaging.
Image databases are available through the University of Florida libraries. You can contact
your library subject matter specialist for help in locating appropriate resources.

GoogleMaps can be used both for presenting information and as an assignment tool. And
don’t forget that many of the world’s great works of art and architecture are now at your
fingertips through virtual tours.
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I'll add just a word about copyright. Remember that you can always link to something. The
challenge with this is that the video may disappear from one semester to the next, so you’ll
need to be sure that you review all video links to ensure functionality prior to the date
students will need access.

Any academic department may stream digital film clips, however there are restrictions as
to how much. The UF Libraries Scholarly Communications librarian can assist you with
determining copyright permissions.

Finally, your Library Liaison can assist you with locating video resources for your course.
You can find your subject specialist through the UF Libraries home page. Click “Finding
Help” in the left menu and choose “Subject guides & specialists.”

Please review whatever sections of the Library Copyright Tutorial that apply to your class.
The tutorial link can be found below the presentation links on the module 5 page.
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