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Standard Annotation Example
Course materials are 
presented to students in 
manageable segments.

Long paragraphs of wordy text is harder to 
retain than short segments.

Color code, use bullets, or use 
charts with concise chunks of 
content.

The instructional materials 
and learning activities support 
achievement of the learning 
objectives and are 
appropriate to the 
knowledge, skills, and/or 
attitudes being learned.

Everything that a student does within a 
course should relate to a specific learning 
objective.

In an Astronomy course, one 
objective is to identify the 7 types 
of stars.  The learning activity asks 
them to visit a start chart website 
and categorize the different 
features.  Students are not asked to 
find literary references to star 
types.

The instructional materials 
are current.

Textbook, journal articles, videos and any 
other course resources reflect the current 
thinking about the topic.

In an Astronomy course, articles 
that reference Pluto indicate that it 
is no longer categorized as a planet.

All resources and materials in 
the course are appropriately 
cited.

Set a good example for your students by 
providing proper citations for any 
supportin materials.

Images of star charts come from 
the NASA website and are cited at 
the end of the PowerPoint 
presentation.

There is a clear distinction 
between required and 
optional materials.

Students should not have to ask which 
materials are mandatory or optional.

Students are required to review the 
starcharts on a specific website.  
Additional websites with more 
information about stars are also 
provided and labeled "optional."

Detailed instructions for 
student work are provided 
and clearly outline 
expectations and 
requirements (guidelines, 
rubrics, checklists)

Giving students as much information about 
an assignment saves the students time and 
frustration.  It also can reduce the number 
of e-mails the instructor receives.

A discussion about types of stars 
lists requirements for the initial 
post and two responses.  Sample 
posts and a grading rubric are also 
provided.

Access to a wide range of 
resources supporting course 
content is clearly provided.

Learning is multifaceted.  Providing your 
students with different view points and 
multiple formats increases their ability to 
incorporate the learning into their own 
knowledge base.

The module on star types contains 
a video overview, a link to the NASA 
website on star identification, and a 
journal article detailing the 
identification process of a specific 
star.

Instructional Materials
Standard
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Exemplary Annotation Example
Students engage with course 
content in a variety of ways.

Keep in mind that students learn content in 
different ways.  

To teach students about the 
different types of stars, students 
are given a short video overview, a 
textbook reading, and an 
assignment to visit the NASA 
website.

Instructional materials and 
learning activities encourage 
critical thinking skills when 
appropriate.

Use instructional materials that are 
dynamic and can be expanded upon.  
Students will get more out of content if 
they have to do more than simply recall 
what they read.  

Challenge students to use higher 
order thinking skills with the 
content and activities that are used 
in the course.  Use Bloom's 
Taxonomy Action Verbs as a guide.

The instructor uses formal 
and informal student 
feedback in an ongoing basis 
to help plan instruction and 
assessment of student 
learning throughout the 
semester.

Listen to what students are saying about 
the course.  Their opinions are valuable to 
the success of the course. 

A language course requires 
students to fill out 3 surveys during 
the course of the semester.  
Students meet with their instructor 
privately 3 times during the 
semester  through Skype.  Feedback 
from the surveys and meetings is 
used to update assignments and 
assessments.
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