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Hello, my name is Angie Nicholson, and | am an instructional Designer at the Center for
Instructional Technology and Training.



Objectives

» Align course materials with learning
objectives and assessments

» Suggest activities that will engage
students with the course material
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In this presentation, we’ll discuss how to align your course materials with your learning
objectives and assessments. Then we’ll continue our conversation on how to engage your
students with the course material.



Common Assignments

» View video

» Quiz

» Discussion
> Asynchronous
> Synchronous

» Write paper

» Project

» Presentation

» Peer review
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Work that is assigned to students in an online course may not be that different from face-
to-face coursework. Students may view video lectures or other types of video material.
They may take quizzes and engage in discussions. The discussions might take place
asynchronously in the course discussion board or through social media. Discussions can
also be synchronous with tools such as Skype and Adobe Connect.

Many online courses feature papers, projects and presentations. Many faculty make use of
peer review in order to give students additional feedback on their work.

The critical element throughout each of these types of assignments, is that they should
align with the learning objectives. The objective needs to align with the assessment—that
is the method you’ll use to determine that a student has learned the material. And the
assignment or learning activity prepares the student to succeed in the assessment.



Objective Suggests Activity

» [dentify == Worksheet

» Discuss =) Discussion board
» Demonstrate == Project
»y Compare mmp Paper
»SuUmMmarize == Presentation
» Critigue == Peerreview
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The verbs in the learning objective tell us how the item is going to be assessed and can help
us to determine how the students get there. If we want the students to identify
something, perhaps in a quiz, then we might give the student a worksheet assignment
designed to provide practice at the identification. We can ask the students to discuss a
topic on the discussion board in preparation for a live debate.

We might ask students to demonstrate a particular concept through a project. In this case,
the activity might be the assessment. Students can compare and contrast ideas in a paper
and summarize a topic using a presentation format. And finally, students can practice
critique skills through peer review.

The critical element with each of these assignments—asking the students to DO something
with the material.



How Does it Work Online?

» Pedagogy before technology
» Clear instructions
» Grading rubric

» Quick feedback (ease of
grading)
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You might have trouble envisioning how this will work online. The things to remember are,
pedagogy before technology. You spent some time creating your learning objectives—keep
to those. Don’t sacrifice your learning objective in order to use a “cool web tool.”

Be sure to provide clear instructions on how to do the assignment. Remember, clear
instructions will save you the time of having to answer a lot of questions, and save your
students the time and frustration of having to ask them. A grading rubric will be very
helpful as far as letting your students know exactly what you expect.

And as we have mentioned previously, give your students feedback on their work as quickly
as you can. So keep in mind how difficult it will be to grade the assignment.
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Let’s consider some of the basic tools that you have available to you within the course
management system. The tool that has the biggest bang for the buck, is the Discussion
tool. They tend to work best when you divide the class into groups of 5 —15.

You can give students the opportunity to debate a topic, discuss current events, collaborate
on a project and share information and you can use it as a forum for critique. Similar to a
discussion board, you can use a Wiki as an information repository.



Discussions

» Very common and easy to use technology
» Allows students to collaborate
» Gives a sense of community

» Can be used in lieu of a face-to-face
discussion

» Interaction with instructor
» Supports the “teaching moment”

» Gives shy students the ability to be
somewhat anonymous
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Most course management systems have a discussion tool that is pretty easy to use. Itisa
good way to give students opportunities to collaborate and helps provide a sense of
community. It can be used in the place of a face-to-face discussion, but be aware, that it
will take a period of time to allow students to go back and forth with their comments.

The discussion board is a good way for an instructor to have a presence in the course. lItis
easy to pull out a segment of a discussion board post to share with everyone as a teaching
moment.

Students who might not speak up in a face-to-face course, will contribute in an online
discussion board, as they feel somewhat anonymous. Also, a discussion board gives
students the opportunity to craft what they wish to say.



Discussions: Considerations

» Grade on participation or
content?

» Technology constraints (grading)
» Ensure participation

» Discussion board etiquette

» VoiceThread

» Synchronous discussions
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When using the discussion board in your course, you’ll need to decide if you are going to
grade on participation (a certain number of points for an initial post and responses) or on
content (which requires faculty or TA grading time.)

Depending upon the tool you use, there may be some technological barriers to speedy
grading. And you’ll need to decide how to ensure student participation.

It is a good idea to lay down some discussion board etiquette ground rules from the start of
the course. A general etiquette document can be found in the optional material for this
module. You can customize it as is appropriate for your course.

Remember that you don’t necessarily need to stick with the discussion tool in your course
management system. Other tools such as VoiceThread and Social Media can provide
dynamic discussion opportunities. And you can use synchronous tools such as
AdobeConnect, Google Hangouts, and Skype as well. We’ll talk more about these options
in the Tools and Techniques section of the Faculty Institute.



Typical Objectives (Discussions)

describe
discuss
debate
defend
critique
criticize
evaluate
justify
relate
support

v v Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv Vv V%
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Objectives that could be supported by a discussion activity include: describe, discuss,
debate, defend, critique, criticize, evaluate, justify, relate and support.

Discussions typically work best when the topic leaves room for interpretation and even
debate. Topics that have relevance to the personal lives of students work well to draw
students into the conversation. And remember, just as with any assignment, you need to
be clear as to how students will be graded.



» Familiar to students

» Turnitin anti-
plagiarism checks

» Library of
comments for
easier grading

» Allows use of rubric

» Allows peer review

» Easy to upload

» Time to grade

Turnitin service.

Most students find that it is easy to upload electronic paper documents to the course
management system. The biggest challenge with written assignments is that they take
time to grade. The Turnitin tools along with peer review can help, but when it comes right

Papers & Written Assignments

~ Student view of the assi “Chapter 16 Assig
Due Apr 3, 2011 10:00 pm
Status Not Started
Grade Scale: Points (max 10.0)

Modified by instructor ~ Jan 8, 2011 2:02 pm

Assignment Instructions

View the virtual exhibit "Wrapped in pride: Ghanaian Kente and African]
Search the Internet to find images of two examples of kente cloth: one}
worn). Explain what the occasion might be for the cloth being worn. Re]
do you think the purpose of the woven cloth is? For whom was the fabr
If you have worn kente cloth or own some, you may attach images of yi
Post links to your two images and write your thoughts about the fabric
Submission

This assignment allows both typed in text and/or attached documents.
documents as part of your submission. Save frequently while working.
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Papers and other written assignments are familiar to students. The Turnitin anti-plagiarism
tool provides some protection against cheating. If you use the hosted version of Turnitin,

rubric, peer review and a library of grading comments are available to help reduce grading
time. Of course, you can use rubrics and peer review techniques without using the hosted

down to it, a human being must review the student’s work.
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Typical Objectives (Papers)

Assignment title Chapter 2 Assignment
» defend,
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Choose one of the images that you find particularly interesting or beautiful. Copy {

v
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NOTE: Do not log into the website through the proxy server to get your link (if you
through the regular URL for 120 days.
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Typical learning objectives that lend themselves to written assignments include: defend,
state, identify, analyze, evaluate, show, justify, design and compare.



Projects & Presentations

g Con be The family is
collaborative : e
eath.
» Can be peer-
reViewed Itis a warm li

and uneven.

» Alternative method
of assessment

» Allows for creativity

» Can require Itis dark and
. . - "outside."
technology use
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Projects and presentations can be assigned to students as a group or individually. This type
of work generally addresses higher order skills. To get the biggest “bang for your buck”
from presentations and projects, consider having the students review each other’s work.
Often, students will see the quality of work done by other students and “step up their
game” so that overall, you get better work from everyone. Peer review also gives students
a chance to practice their evaluation skills. Remember that you need to provide a rubric
and guidelines on how to review each other’s work.

One of the challenges with projects and presentations is that students are likely to need to
use a new technology. In such cases, be sure to provide tutorials. Also, it is a good idea to
have students do a low-points assignment using the new technology before they have to do
the high-points assignment.



Typical Objectives (Projects &
Presentations)

demonstrate
» Show
create
evaluate

» illustrate

» build

v

v v
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Learning objectives that lend themselves to projects and presentations include:
demonstrate, show, create, evaluate, illustrate and build.
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Well-designed peer review activities can help to create a sense of community through
collaboration. Peer review can access higher levels of learning. And often, students find it
easier to understand critique from their fellow students because they speak the same
language.

Challenges involved with peer review include how to grade and give credit for peer review.
It is possible for situations to develop where students feel they have been critiqued
unfairly. To help alleviate such concerns, it is a good idea to have a “request for review”
form that students can use to ask for adjudication. In such cases, it is wise to require
additional documentation to be submitted.

Finally, you’ll need to outline how the reviews are to be created and what technology is to
be used very carefully. Keep in mind that you’ll need to give students sufficient time to do
each step in the review process. They’ll need to submit their initial work, have time to
review the work of others, and then they’ll need time to revise their work prior to
submission to faculty and teaching assistants for grading.
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Typical Objectives (Peer Review)
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Peer review can support learning objectives such as: evaluate, justify, determine, analyze,
critique, defend and discriminate.



ENGAGE
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We have covered the types of activities that are typically found in online courses. But don’t
think you need to be limited to these types of assignments. Remember that the key word
is “engage.” As much as possible, you want the students to engage with you, the course
material and each other. If you are looking for inspiration, a good place to start is with the
CITT toolbox. We'll be reviewing the toolbox along with other resources for ideas in the
Tools and Techniques section of the Faculty Institute.
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